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WESTPORT CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

POLICY MANUAL UPDATES 
February	2017	Updates	to	Policies	

 
Public	education	is	ever	changing;	therefore,	school	district	policy	must	change	as	well	to	meet	the	
contemporary	needs	of	all	stakeholders,	and	ensure	proper	leadership	of	our	school.		In	short,	school	
district	policy	clearly	outlines	the	rules,	roles	and	relationships	that	permeate	our	schoolhouse.	
	
February	2017	Policy	Updates	
	
Please	see	the	table	below	to	receive	a	cut-to-the-chase	summary	of	
recommended	updates	and	revisions	to	the	Westport	CSD	Policy	
Manual.		The	District	Clerk	has	included	copies	of	the	policy	as	it	stands	
today,	as	well	as	an	additional	policy	version	with	the	recommended	
changes.	
	
Thanks!	

 
TITLE	 No.	 MAIN	IDEA	 STATUS	

Regular	Board	Meetings	
and	Rules	 1510	

NYS	amended	Public	Officers	Law	to	update	
requirements	related	to	providing	public	notice	of	

meetings	through	electronic	means.	Also,	if	
districts	live-stream	a	meeting,	they	must	notify	
the	public	in	their	meeting	notice	of	the	website	

address	that	will	stream	the	meeting.	

Revision	

Budget	Planning	and	
Development	 5110	

Westport	CSD	is	now	required	to	add	more	
information	to	the	Property	Tax	Report	Cards	

related	to	reserve	funds.	
Revision	

Budget	Adoption	 5130	
Westport	CSD	must	post	final	annual	budgets	and	
any	multi-year	financial	plans	adopted	by	the	BOE	

on	our	website.	
Revision	

Reserve	Funds	 5512	

New	policy	addition	for	Westport	CSD,	including	
recent	update:		Districts	must	now	authorize	all	
payments	or	transfers	into	their	reserve	funds	by	

express	resolution.	

NEW	

Financial	Accountability	 5570	
Districts	must	timely	post	any	external	annual	audit	
report	or	final	audit	report	from	the	Comptroller's	

office	on	its	website.	
Revision	

Audit	Committee	 5572	 Districts	must	timely	post	a	copy	of	its	corrective	
action	plan	on	its	website.	 Revision	
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Diploma	or	Credential	
Options	for	Students	

with	Disabilities	
7222	

Last	year,	NYSED	added	the	Superintendent’s	
Determination	safety	net	option,	which	allows	

certain	students	with	disabilities	to	graduate	with	a	
local	diploma.		

	
After	receiving	and	reviewing	considerable	

feedback	about	the	superintendent's	obligation	to	
review	this	option	automatically,	the	state	changed	
the	review	to	one	triggered	by	a	written	request	
from	an	eligible	student's	parent	or	guardian.	

Revision	

Child	Abuse	and	
Maltreatment	 7530	

Effective	January	25,	2017,	districts	must	post	the	
following	information	in	English	and	Spanish	

related	to	child	abuse	reporting	on	their	websites:	
the	child	abuse	hotline	number	used	to	receive	

reports	of	child	abuse	and	directions	for	accessing	
the	Office	of	Children	and	Family	Services	website.	

Revision	
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By-Laws 

 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: REGULAR BOARD MEETINGS AND RULES (QUORUM AND  

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE) 
 

All Board meetings will be open to the public except those portions that are executive sessions. 
The Board will make reasonable efforts to ensure that all meetings are held in an appropriate facility 
that can adequately accommodate all members of the public who wish to attend. The Superintendent 
and members of his or her staff will attend Board meetings at the Superintendent's discretion. The Board 
may also request that additional people attend. 
 
 Regular Board meetings will take place on the day and time designated by the Board at the Annual 
Organizational Meeting, except as modified. Any Board meeting may be adjourned to a future date and 
time if approved by a majority of the Board present. Further, if a meeting date falls on a legal holiday, 
interferes with other area meetings, or Board member attendance will be less than a quorum, the Board 
will select a date for a postponed meeting at the prior regular meeting, and it will direct the Clerk to 
notify all members. The District Clerk will provide the Board members written notice of the time of and 
agenda for each regular meeting before the meeting. 
 
 When the Board schedules a meeting on at least one week's notice, it will give or electronically 
transmit public notice of the time and place to the news media and conspicuously post the notice in one 
or more designated public locations at least 72 hours before the meeting. Notice of other meetings will 
be given or electronically transmitted, to the extent practicable, to the news media and conspicuously 
posted at one or more designated public locations at a reasonable time before the meeting. When the 
District has the ability to do so, it will conspicuously post the meeting notices on its website. 
 
 The Superintendent will prepare the meeting agenda during the week before the meeting and 
review it with the Board President. The agenda will then be distributed to Board members no later than 
the Friday before the regular meeting. The President or other Board members will submit requests to 
place matters on the agenda to the Superintendent. Whenever individuals or groups wish to bring a 
matter to the attention of the Board, they will submit a written request to the Superintendent.  
 

District records available to the public under the Freedom of Information Law, as well as any 
proposed rule, regulation, policy, or amendment scheduled to be discussed at a Board meeting will be 
made available upon request, to the extent practicable, before the meeting. Copies of these records may 
be made available for a reasonable fee. These records will be posted on the website to the extent 
practicable before the meeting.  
 
 If videoconferencing or online technology is used to conduct a meeting, the public notice for the 
meeting will inform the public, identify all the locations for the meeting, and state that the public has 
the right to attend at any of the locations. If a meeting is streamed live over the internet, the public notice 
will inform the public of the website's internet address. Voting may be done through videoconferencing, 
provided that members can be both seen and heard voting and participating from remote locations. 
 
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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By-Laws 

 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: REGULAR BOARD MEETINGS AND RULES (QUORUM AND 

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE)  (Cont'd.) 
 
Recording Meetings 
 
 The Board allows public meetings to be photographed, broadcast, webcast, or otherwise recorded 
by means of audio or video, in a non-disruptive manner, and it supports the use of this technology to 
facilitate the open communication of public business.  
 
Public Expression 
 

The Board encourages public expression at Board meetings. The Board will designate a specific 
portion of its meeting agenda for this participation. The Board may invite visitors to participate in its 
discussion of matters on the agenda. 
 
Quorum 
 

The quorum for any Board meeting is *five members. No formal action will be taken at any 
meeting where a quorum is not present. Unless otherwise required by law, official action will only be 
taken by approval of the majority of the full Board.  
 
Use of Parliamentary Procedure 
 

The Board will use pertinent portions of the latest edition of Robert's Rules of order to conduct its 
business.  
 
 
 
Education Law §§ 1708 and 2504 
General Construction Law § 41 
Public Officers Law Article 7, §§ 103(d), 104, and 107 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policies #1520 -- Special Meetings of the Board of Education 

 #1540 -- Executive Sessions 
 #6211 -- Employment of Relatives of Board Members 

 
 
 
 
 
*Customize to District 
Adoption Date 
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Non-Instructional/Business 
Operations 

 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: BUDGET PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

Budget planning and development for the District is an integral part of program planning so that 
the annual operating budget may effectively express and implement programs and activities of the 
District. Budget planning is a year-round process involving participation of District-level administrators, 
principals, directors, coordinators, teachers, and other personnel. The process of budget planning and 
development will allow for community input and opportunities for public information and feedback. 
 

The Superintendent has overall responsibility for budget preparation, including the construction 
of and adherence to a budget calendar. Program managers will develop and submit budget requests for 
their particular areas of responsibility after seeking the advice and suggestions of staff members. 
 

Principals will develop and submit budget requests for their particular schools in conjunction with 
the advice and suggestions of staff members and their own professional judgment. Each school's budget 
request will be the principal's recommendation as to the most effective way to use available resources 
in achieving progress toward the approved educational objectives of the school. Program budgets and 
school budgets will reflect state and/or federal requirements, special sources of funding, and District 
objectives and priorities. 
 

The Board will give consideration to budget requests, and will review allocations for 
appropriateness and for their consistency with the District's educational priorities. 
 

All budget documents for distribution to the public will be in plain language and organized in a 
manner which best promotes public comprehension of the contents. Documents will be complete, and 
accurate, and contain sufficient detail to adequately inform the public regarding data such as estimated 
revenues, proposed expenditures, transfers to other funds, fund balance information, and changes in this 
information from the prior year's submitted budget. 
 

In accordance with Commissioner's regulations, the budget will be presented in three components 
which are to be voted upon as one proposition. The law prescribes the types of items to be included in 
each component and further prescribes that all relevant costs be included in the component. 
 
a) A program component which will include, but need not be limited to, all program expenditures of 

the District, including the salaries and benefits of teachers and any school administrators or 
supervisors who spend a majority of their time performing teaching duties, and all transportation 
operating expenses; 

 
b) A capital component which will include, but need not be limited to, all transportation capital, debt 

service, and lease expenditures; costs resulting from judgments and tax certiorari proceedings or 
the payment of awards from court judgments, administrative orders or settled or compromised 
claims; and all facilities costs of the District, including facilities lease expenditures, the annual 
debt service and total debt for all facilities financed by bonds and notes of the District, and the 
costs of construction, acquisition, reconstruction, rehabilitation or improvement of school 
 

 
(Continued) 
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Non-Instructional/Business 
Operations 

 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: BUDGET PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 

buildings, provided that such budget will include a rental, operations, and maintenance section that 
includes base rent costs, total rent costs, operation and maintenance charges, cost per square foot 
for each facility leased by the District, and any and all expenditures associated with custodial 
salaries and benefits, service contracts, supplies, utilities, and maintenance and repairs of school 
facilities; and 

 
c) An administrative component which will include, but need not be limited to, office and central 

administrative expenses, traveling expenses and all compensation, including salaries and benefits 
of all school administration and supervisors, business administrators, superintendents of schools 
and deputy, assistant, associate or other superintendents under all existing employment contracts 
or collective bargaining, any and all expenditures associated with the operation of the Office of 
the Board, the Office of the Superintendent, General Administration, the School Business Office, 
consulting costs not directly related to direct student services and programs, planning, and all other 
administrative activities. 

 
 Additionally, the Board will append to the proposed budget the following documents: 
 

a) A detailed statement of the total compensation to be paid to the Superintendent, and any 
Assistant or Associate Superintendent in the ensuing school year, including a delineation of 
the salary, annualized cost of benefits and any in-kind or other form of remuneration; 

 
b) A list of all other school administrators and supervisors, if any, whose annual salary for the 

coming school year will be at or above that designated in law for such reporting purposes, 
with the title of their positions and annual salary identified;  

 
c) A School District Report Card, prepared pursuant to Commissioner's regulations, which 

includes measures of the academic performance of the District, on a school by school basis, 
and measures of the fiscal performance of the District (see subheading School District Report 
Card);  

 
d) A Property Tax Report Card prepared in accordance with law and Commissioner's 

regulations (see subheading Property Tax Report Card); and 
 

e) A Tax Exemption Report prepared in accordance with law (see subheading Tax Exemption 
Report). 

 
 The Board will ensure that unexpended surplus funds (i.e., operating funds in excess of the current 
school year budget, not including funds properly retained under other sections of law) have been applied 
in determining the amount of the school tax levy. Surplus funds means any operating funds in excess of 
four percent. 
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: BUDGET PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 

The proposed budget for the ensuing school year will be reviewed by the Board and publicly 
disseminated, in accordance with law, prior to its submission to District voters for approval. 
 

District funds may be expended to inform the public regarding the annual budget and to present 
the annual budget to District voters; however, these funds will not be utilized to promote either a 
favorable or negative opinion of the proposed budget. 
 
School District Report Card 
 
 Each year the District will supply data as required by the State Education Department (SED) and 
will receive a School District Report Card, sometimes referred to as a New York State Report Card. 
These provide enrollment, demographic, attendance, suspension, dropout, teacher, assessment, 
accountability, graduation rate, post-graduation plan, career and technical education, and fiscal data for 
public and charter schools, districts, and the State. The School District Report Cards consist of three 
parts: 
 

a) Accountability and Overview Report - shows District or school profile data, accountability 
statuses, data on accountability measures such as ELA, Math, and Science scores, and 
graduation rates. 

 
b) Comprehensive Information Report - shows non-accountability data such as annual Regents 

examination results and post-graduate plans of students completing high school. 
 

c) Fiscal Accountability Supplement - shows expenditures per pupil and some information 
about placement and classification of students with disabilities. 

 
 School District Report Cards are also available online at the SED website. 
 
Property Tax Report Card 
 
 Each year, the Board will prepare a Property Tax Report Card, pursuant to Commissioner's 
regulations, and will make it publicly available by transmitting it to local newspapers of general 
circulation, appending it to copies of the proposed budget made publicly available as required by law, 
making it available for distribution at the Annual Meeting, and otherwise disseminating it as required 
by the Commissioner. 
 
 The Property Tax Report Card will include: 
 

a) The amount of total spending and total estimated school tax levy that would result from 
adoption of the proposed budget, and the percentage increase or decrease in total spending 
and total school tax levy from the District budget for the preceding school year; and 

 
 

(Continued) 
 



2017 5110 
4 of 5 

 
Non-Instructional/Business 
Operations 

 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: BUDGET PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 

b) The projected enrollment growth for the school year for which the budget is prepared, and 
the percentage change in enrollment from the previous year; and 

 
c) The percentage increase in the average of the Consumer Price Indexes from January first of 

the prior school year to January first of the current school year as defined in Education Law; 
and 

 
d) The projected amount of the adjusted unrestricted fund balance that will be retained if the 

proposed budget is adopted; the projected amount of the adjusted restricted fund balance; the 
projected amount of the assigned appropriated fund balance; the percentage of the proposed 
budget that the adjusted unrestricted fund balance represents; the actual adjusted unrestricted 
fund balance retained in the District budget for the preceding school year; the percentage of 
the District budget for the preceding school year that the actual adjusted unrestricted fund 
balance represents; a schedule of reserve funds setting forth the name of each reserve fund, 
a description of its purpose, the balance as of the close of the third quarter of the current 
fiscal year, and a brief statement explaining any plans for the use of each reserve fund for 
the ensuing fiscal year; and 

 
e) The District's school tax levy limit calculation. The District will submit its school tax levy 

limit calculation to the Office of the State Comptroller, SED, and the Office of Taxation and 
Finance by March 1 annually. If a voter override of the tax levy limit is necessary, the budget 
vote must be approved by 60% of the District's qualified voters present and voting. 

 
 A copy of the Property Tax Report Card prepared for the Annual District Meeting will be 
submitted to SED in the manner prescribed by the Department by the end of the business day next 
following approval of the Property Tax Report Card by the Board, but no later than 24 days prior to the 
statewide uniform voting day (i.e., the third Tuesday in May). 
 
 The SED will compile such data for all school districts whose budgets are subject to a vote of the 
qualified voters, and will make this compilation available electronically at least ten days prior to the 
statewide uniform voting day. Links to each school year's Property Tax Report Card can be found on 
the SED's official website. 
 
Tax Exemption Report 
 
 A Tax Exemption Report will be annexed to any tentative or preliminary budget and will become 
part of the final budget. This report will be on the form as prescribed by the State Board of Real Property 
Services and will show the following: 
 

a) How much of the total assessed value of the final assessment roll(s) used in the budgetary 
process is exempt from taxation; 

 
 

(Continued) 
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Operations 

 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: BUDGET PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 

b) Every type of exemption granted as identified by statutory authority; 
 

c) The cumulative impact of each type of exemption expressed either as a dollar amount of 
assessed value or as a percentage of the total assessed value on the roll; 

 
d) The cumulative amount expected to be received from recipients of each type of exemption 

as payments in lieu of taxes or other payments for municipal services; however, individual 
recipients are not to be named; and 

 
e) The cumulative impact of all exemptions granted. 

 
 Notice of this report will be included in any notice of the preparation of the budget required by 
law and will be posted on any bulletin board maintained by the District for public notices as well as on 
any website maintained by the District. 
 
 
 
Education Law §§ 1608(3)-(7), 1716(3)-(7), 2022(2-a), 2023-a, 2601-a(3), and 2601-a(7) 
General Municipal Law § 36 
Real Property Tax Law §§ 495 and 1318(l) 
8 NYCRR §§ 170.8, 170.9, and 170.11 
State Education Department Handbook No. 3 on Budget 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adoption Date 
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SUBJECT: BUDGET ADOPTION  
 

The Board will review the recommended budget of the Superintendent and seek public input and 
feedback regarding the recommended budget including, but not limited to, holding a public budget 
hearing not less than seven nor more than 14 days prior to the Annual District Meeting and Election at 
which the budget vote is to occur. The Board may modify the recommended budget of the 
Superintendent prior to its submission to District voters. Final authorization of the proposed budget is 
dependent upon voter approval unless a contingency budget is adopted by the Board. 
 

In the event the original proposed budget is not approved at the Annual District Meeting and 
Election, the Board may resubmit the original proposed budget or a revised budget for voter approval, 
or individual propositions may be placed before District voters, at a special meeting held on the third 
Tuesday of June. If the voters fail to approve the second budget submittal, or budget proposition(s), or 
if the Board elects not to put the proposed budget to a public vote a second time, the Board must adopt 
a contingency budget with a tax levy that is no greater than the prior year's levy. 
 

The District budget for any school year, or any part of such budget, or any proposition(s) involving 
the expenditure of money for that school year, will not be submitted for a vote of the qualified District 
voters more than twice. 
 

The District budget, once adopted, becomes the basis for establishing the tax levy on real property 
within the District. The District will post its final annual budget and any multi-year financial plan 
adopted by the Board on its website. 
 
 
 
Education Law §§ 1608, 1716, 1804(4), 1906(1), 2002(1), 2003(1), 2004(1), 2007(3)(b), 2022, 2023,  
  2023-a, and 2601-a 
8 NYCRR §§ 100.2(bb), 170.8, and 170.9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adoption Date  
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SUBJECT: RESERVE FUNDS 
 
 Reserve funds (essentially a legally authorized savings account designated for a specific purpose) 
are an important component in the District's financial planning for future projects, acquisitions, and 
other lawful purposes. The District may establish and maintain reserve funds in accordance with New 
York State laws, Commissioner's regulations, and the rules or opinions issued by the Office of the New 
York State Comptroller. The District will comply with the reporting requirements of Article 3 of the 
General Municipal Law of the State of New York and the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) issued GASB Statement Number 54, Fund Balance Reporting and Governmental Fund Type 
Definitions. 
 
 Any and all District reserve funds will be properly established and maintained to promote the goals 
of creating an open, transparent, and accountable use of public funds. The District will authorize all 
payments or transfers into a reserve fund by express resolution. The District may engage independent 
experts and professionals, including, but not limited to, auditors, accountants, and other financial and 
legal counsel to monitor all reserve fund activity and prepare any and all reports that the Board may 
require. 
 
Periodic Review and Annual Report  
 
 The Board will periodically review all reserve funds. The District will also prepare and submit an 
annual report of all reserve funds to the Board. The annual report will include the following information 
for each reserve fund: 
 

a) The type and description of the reserve fund; 
 

b) The date the reserve fund was established and the amount of each sum paid into the fund; 
 

c) The interest earned by the reserve fund; 
 

d) Capital gains or losses resulting from the sale of investments of the reserve fund; 
 

e) The total amount and date of each withdrawal from the reserve fund;  
 

f) The total assets of the reserve fund showing cash balance and a schedule of investments; and 
 

g) An analysis of the projected needs for the reserve fund in the upcoming fiscal year and a 
recommendation regarding funding those projected needs. 

 
 The Board will utilize the information in the annual report to make necessary decisions to 
adequately maintain and manage the District's reserve fund balances while mindful of its role and 
responsibility as a fiduciary of public funds.  
 
Education Law § 3653 
 
Adoption Date 
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SUBJECT: FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
 The District has internal controls in place to ensure that: 
 

a) The goals and objectives of the District are accomplished; 
 

b) Laws, regulations, policies, and good business practices are complied with; 
 

c) Audit recommendations are considered and implemented; 
 

d) Operations are efficient and effective; 
 

e) Assets are safeguarded; and  
 

f) Accurate, timely, and reliable data are maintained. 
 
 The District's governance and control environment will include the following: 
 

a) The District's code of ethics addresses conflict of interest transactions with Board members 
and employees. Transactions that are less-than-arm's length are prohibited. Less-than-arm's 
length is a relationship between the District and employees or vendors who are related to 
District officials or Board members. 

 
b) The Board requires corrective action for issues reported in the Certified Public Accountant's 

(CPA's) management letter, audit reports, the Single Audit, and consultant reports. 
 

c) The Board has established the required policies and procedures concerning District 
operations. 

 
d) The Board routinely receives and discusses the necessary fiscal reports including the: 

 
1. Treasurer's cash reports, 

 
2. Budget status reports, 

 
3. Revenue status reports, 

 
4. Monthly extra-classroom activity fund reports, and 

 
5. Fund balance projections (usually starting in January). 

 
e) The District has a long-term (three to five years) financial plan for both capital projects and 

operating expenses. 
 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY  (Cont'd.) 
 

f) The District requires attendance at training programs for Board members, business officials, 
treasurers, claims auditors, and others to ensure they understand their duties and 
responsibilities and the data provided to them. 

 
g) The Board has an audit committee to assist in carrying out its fiscal oversight responsibilities. 

 
h) The District's information systems are economical, efficient, current, and up-to-date. 

 
i) All computer files are secured with passwords or other controls, backed up on a regular basis, 

and stored at an off-site or in a secure fireproof location. 
 

j) The District periodically verifies that its controls are working efficiently. 
 

k) The District requires all staff to take leave time during which time another staff member 
performs the duties of the staff on leave. Staff may also schedule transactions and other 
responsibilities to occur electronically before taking a leave. 

 
Audit Response 
 

Periodically, the District receives audit reports from the External (Independent) Auditor and/or the 
Office of the New York State Comptroller. The Board will review all audit recommendations in 
consultation with the Audit Committee and respond appropriately. Independent and Comptroller audit 
reports and the accompanying management letters will be made available for public inspection. The 
District will also timely post a copy of the annual external audit report or the Comptroller's final audit 
report on its website for a period of five years. Notice of the availability of independent and Comptroller 
audit reports will be published in the District's official newspaper or one having general circulation in 
the District. If there is no newspaper, notice must be placed in ten public places within the District.  
 
 
 
Education Law § 2116-a(3-b) 
General Municipal Law § 33(2)(e) and 35(1),(2) 
8 NYCRR § 170.12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adoption Date 
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SUBJECT: AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 
 An Audit Committee has been established by Board resolution. The Audit Committee may consist 
of: 
 

a) The Board as a whole; 
 

b) A subcommittee of the Board; or 
 

c) An Advisory Committee that may include, or be composed entirely of persons other than 
Board members if, in the opinion of the Board, membership is advisable to provide 
accounting and auditing expertise. 

 
Persons other than Board members who serve on the advisory committee will be independent 
and will not be: 

 
1. Employed by the District; 

 
2. An individual who within the last two years provided, or currently provides, services 

or goods to the District; 
 

3. The owner of or have a direct and material interest in a company providing goods or 
services to the District; or  

 
4. A close or immediate family member of an employee, officer, or contractor providing 

services to the District. 
 
 The Audit Committee will consist of at least three members who should collectively possess 
knowledge in accounting, auditing, financial reporting, and District finances. They will serve without 
compensation, but will be reimbursed for any actual and necessary expenditure incurred in relation to 
attendance at meetings. Employees of the District are prohibited from serving on the Audit Committee. 
Members of the Audit Committee will be deemed District Officers, but will not be required to be 
residents of the District. 
 
 The role of the Audit Committee will be advisory unless the Audit Committee consists of at least 
a quorum of Board members, and any recommendations it provides to the Board will not substitute for 
any required review and acceptance by the Board.  
 
 The Audit Committee will develop and submit to the Board for approval a formal, written charter 
which includes, but is not limited to, provisions regarding the committee's purpose, mission, duties, 
responsibilities, and membership requirements. 
 
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: AUDIT COMMITTEE  (Cont'd.) 
 
 The Audit Committee will hold regularly scheduled meetings and report to the Board on the 
activities of the Committee on an as needed basis, but not less than annually. The report will address or 
include at a minimum: 
 

a) The activities of the Audit Committee; 
 

b) A summary of the minutes of the meeting; 
 

c) Significant findings brought to the attention of the Audit Committee; 
 

d) Any indications of suspected fraud, waste, or abuse; 
 

e) Significant internal control findings; and 
 

f) Activities of the internal audit function. 
 

The responsibilities of the Audit Committee include the following: 
 

a) Providing recommendations regarding the appointment of the External (Independent) 
Auditor for the District; 

 
b) Meeting with the External (Independent) Auditor prior to commencement of the audit; 

 
c) Reviewing and discussing with the External (Independent) Auditor any risk assessment of 

the District's fiscal operations developed as part of the Auditor's responsibilities under 
governmental auditing standards for a financial statement audit and federal single audit 
standards if applicable;  

 
d) Receiving and reviewing the draft annual audit report and accompanying draft management 

letter and, working directly with the External (Independent) Auditor, assist the Board in 
interpreting such documents; 

 
e) Making a recommendation to the Board on accepting the annual audit report; and  

 
f) Discussing and analyzing every corrective action plan developed by the District in response 

to any audit and assist the Board in its implementation. 
 
Corrective Action Plan 
 
 Within 90 days of receipt of the report or management letter, the Superintendent will prepare a 
corrective action plan approved by the Board in response to any findings contained in: 
 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: AUDIT COMMITTEE  (Cont'd.) 
 

a) The annual external audit report or management letter; 
 

b) A final audit report issued by the District's internal auditor; 
 

c) A final report issued by the State Comptroller; 
 

d) A final audit report issued by the State Education Department (SED); or 
 

e) A final audit report issued by the United States or an office, agency, or department thereof. 
 

The Audit Committee will review and approve the corrective action plans developed by the 
Superintendent and Business Official. The corrective action plan must be filed with the SED, and if 
appropriate, must include the expected date(s) of implementation. The District will also timely post a 
copy of this plan on its website. To the extent practicable, implementation of the corrective action plan 
should begin no later than the end of the next fiscal year. 
 
 Additional responsibilities of the Audit Committee include: assisting in the oversight of the 
Internal Audit Function including, but not limited to, providing recommendations regarding the 
appointment of the Internal Auditor; reviewing significant findings and recommendations of the Internal 
Auditor; monitoring the District's implementation of these recommendations; and participating in the 
evaluation of the performance of the Internal Audit Function.  
 
 The Audit Committee may conduct an Executive Session pertaining to the following matters: 
 

a) To meet with the External (Independent) Auditor prior to commencement of the audit; 
 

b) To review and discuss with the External (Independent) Auditor any risk assessment of the 
District's fiscal operations developed as part of the Auditor's responsibilities under 
governmental auditing standards for a financial statement audit and federal single audit 
standards if applicable; and 

 
c) To receive and review the draft annual audit report and accompanying draft management 

letter and, working directly with the External (Independent) Auditor, assist the Board in 
interpreting such documents. 

 
 Any Board member who is not a member of the Audit Committee may be allowed to attend an 
Audit Committee Meeting, including an executive session of the Audit Committee, if authorized by a 
Board resolution. However, if the Board member's attendance results in a meeting of a quorum of the 
full Board, any action taken by formal vote may constitute official Board action. 
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SUBJECT: AUDIT COMMITTEE  (Cont'd.) 
 
Education Law §§ 2116-a, 2116-c, and 3811-3813 
Public Officers Law §§ 105(b), 105(c), and 105(d) 
8 NYCRR § 170.12(d) 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to policies #1330 -- Appointments and Designations by the Board 

#1335 -- Appointment and Duties of the Claims Auditor 
#2210 -- Committees of the Board 
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SUBJECT: DIPLOMA OR CREDENTIAL OPTIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH  

DISABILITIES 
 
 The District will provide students with disabilities appropriate opportunities to earn a diploma or 
other exiting commencement credential in accordance with Commissioner's regulations. During the 
student's annual review, the District will evaluate graduation opportunities and identify the means to 
achieve them. As part of this process, the District: 
 

a) Will coordinate activities with guidance personnel and BOCES staff to ensure that students 
meet credit and sequence requirements and to consider them for vocational opportunities.  

 
b) May modify instructional techniques and materials. Any modifications will be included on a 

student's Individual Education Plan (IEP) so that they can be implemented consistently 
throughout the student's program. 

 
c) Will review special education instructional programs to ensure equivalency with the same 

courses taught in the general education program. 
 
d) Will coordinate communication between special and general education staff so that all staff 

members understand required skills and competencies, and to establish equivalency of 
instruction in special education classes. 

 
Graduation and transition plans will take into account the various pathways available to these 

students. For students with IEPs, the District will plan transition services for post-secondary life as early 
as possible, but no later than the school year in which the student turns age 15. The transition activities 
will be focused on improving both the student's academic and functional achievement. The plan will 
explore post-secondary opportunities and employment options and, if applicable, connection with adult 
service agencies that may provide the student with services after exiting school. 

 
The District may award these diplomas or credentials, or both: 
 
a) Local diploma:  available to students with an IEP or a Section 504 accommodation plan that 

specifies a local diploma. Students must comply with credit requirements. The available 
assessments to earn a local diploma include: 

 
1. Low-pass safety net option:  students must achieve a score of 55 or higher on five 

required Regents exams.  
 
2. Low-pass safety net and appeal:  available to students who score 52-54 on a Regents 

exam, successfully appeal that score, and meet all appeal conditions. 
 
3. Regents Competency Test (RCT) safety net option:  a student who enters grade 9 before 

September 2011 must pass a corresponding RCT if he or she does not attain a score of 
55 or higher on the Regents examination. 

 
(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: DIPLOMA OR CREDENTIAL OPTIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH  

DISABILITIES  (Cont'd.) 
 

4. Compensatory safety net option:  except for scores on ELA and math exams, students 
may use one Regents exam score of 65 or above to compensate for a Regents exam 
score of 45-54. Students must score at least 55 (or successfully appeal a score of 52-
54) on both the ELA and a math exam.  

 
5. Superintendent's determination:  students who are unable to demonstrate their 

proficiency on standard state assessments because of one or more disabilities may be 
able to graduate upon the Superintendent's review and written certification of their 
eligibility. The Superintendent will make a determination after receiving a written 
request from an eligible student's parent or guardian.  

 
b) Career Development and Occupational Studies commencement credential (CDOS):  any 

student who is not assessed using the New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) may 
earn the CDOS commencement credential as a supplement to a Regents or local diploma or 
as his or her only exiting credential if the student attended school for at least 12 years, 
excluding kindergarten. The student must meet criteria specified by the State Education 
Department (SED) confirming that he or she has attained the standards-based knowledge, 
skills, and abilities necessary for entry-level employment.  

 
c) Skills and Achievement commencement credential:  students with severe disabilities who are 

assessed using the NYSAA may earn the SA commencement credential. They must attend 
school for at least 12 years, excluding kindergarten. The District must document the student's 
skills, strengths, and levels of independence in academic, career development, and 
foundation skills needed for post-secondary life.  

 
 
 
Education Law §§ 3202 and 4402 
8 NYCRR §§ 100.1, 100.2, 100.5, 100.6, 200.4, and 200.5 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #7220 -- Graduation Options/Early Graduation/Accelerated Programs 
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SUBJECT: CHILD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT 
 

The District takes seriously the obligations of its officers and employees to report cases of child 
abuse or maltreatment. To this end, regulations will be developed, maintained, and disseminated by 
administration regarding the: 
 

a) Mandatory reporting of suspected child abuse or maltreatment; 
 

b) Reporting procedures and obligations of persons required to report; 
 

c) Provisions for taking a child into protective custody; 
 

d) Mandatory reporting of deaths; 
 

e) Immunity from liability and penalties for failure to report;  
 

f) Obligations for provision of services and procedures necessary to safeguard the life or health 
of a child; and 

 
g) Provision of information in recognizing signs of unlawful methamphetamine laboratories for 

all current and new school officials (i.e., "mandated reporters") who, as part of their usual 
responsibilities, visit children's homes. 

 
Additionally, an ongoing training program for all current and new school officials will be 

established and implemented to enable such staff to carry out their reporting responsibilities. 
 
Reporting Information 
 
 The District will post the child abuse hotline telephone number and directions for accessing the 
Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) website in English and Spanish on its website and in 
clearly and highly visible areas of school buildings. The District will also make this information 
available from its administrative offices; provide it to parents and persons in parental relation at least 
once per school year by electronic communication, sending the information home with students, or 
otherwise; and provide it to each teacher and administrator. The District may post and provide this 
information in other, common languages used by the school community. 
 
Persons Required to Report 
 
 Persons required to report cases of child abuse or maltreatment to the State Central Register (SCR) 
in accordance with Social Services Law Section 413(1) include, but are not limited to, school teachers, 
school guidance counselors, school psychologists, school social workers, school nurses, school 
administrators or other school personnel required to hold a teaching or administrative license or 
certificate, and full- or part-time compensated school employees required to hold a temporary coaching 
license or professional coaching certificate. 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: CHILD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 
 All mandated reporters must make the report themselves and then immediately notify the building 
principal or designee. The building principal or designee will be responsible for all subsequent 
administration necessitated by the report. Any report must include the name, title, and contact 
information for every staff member who is believed to have direct knowledge of the allegations in the 
report. 
 
Prohibition of Retaliatory Personnel Action 
 
 The District will not take any retaliatory personnel action against an employee because the 
employee believes that he or she has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is an abused or maltreated 
child and that employee makes a report to SCR. Further, no school or school official will impose any 
conditions, including prior approval or prior notification, upon any staff member specifically designated 
a mandated reporter. 
 
 "Retaliatory personnel action" means the discharge, suspension, or demotion of an employee, or 
other adverse employment action taken against an employee in the terms and conditions of employment. 
 
Report Form 
 
 The "Report of Suspected Child Abuse or Maltreatment" Form LDSS-2221A may be accessed at 
the OCFS website. 
 
Child Abuse in an Educational Setting 
 
 The District is committed to the protection of students in educational settings from abuse and 
maltreatment by employees or volunteers. 
 
 "Child abuse" means any of the following acts committed in an educational setting by an employee 
or volunteer against a child: 
 

a) Intentionally or recklessly inflicting physical injury, serious physical injury, or death; or 
 

b) Intentionally or recklessly engaging in conduct which creates a substantial risk of such 
physical injury, serious physical injury, or death; or 

 
c) Any child sexual abuse, defined as conduct prohibited by Penal Law Articles 130 or 263; or 

 
d) The commission or attempted commission against a child of the crime of disseminating 

indecent materials to minors pursuant to Penal Law Article 235. 
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SUBJECT: CHILD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 
 "Educational setting" means the building(s) and grounds of the District; the vehicles provided by 
the District for the transportation of students to and from school buildings, field trips, co-curricular and 
extracurricular activities both on and off District grounds; all co-curricular and extracurricular activity 
sites; and any other location where direct contact between an employee or volunteer and a child has 
allegedly occurred. 
 
 In any case where an oral or written allegation is made to a teacher, school registered professional 
nurse, school guidance counselor, school psychologist, school social worker, school administrator, 
Board member, or other school personnel required to hold a teaching or administrative license or 
certificate, that a child (defined in the law as a person under the age of 21 years enrolled in a school 
district in this state) has been subjected to child abuse by an employee or volunteer in an educational 
setting, that person will upon receipt of the allegation: 
 

a) Promptly complete a written report of the allegation including the full name of the child 
alleged to be abused; the name of the child's parent; the identity of the person making the 
allegation and their relationship to the alleged child victim; the name of the employee or 
volunteer against whom the allegation was made; and a listing of the specific allegations of 
child abuse in an educational setting. This written report will be completed on a form as 
prescribed by the Commissioner of Education. 

 
b) Except where the school administrator is the person receiving such an oral or written 

allegation, the employee completing the written report must promptly personally deliver a 
copy of that written report to the school administrator of the school in which the child abuse 
allegedly occurred. 

 
 In any case where it is alleged the child was abused by an employee or volunteer of a school other 
than a school within the school district of the child's attendance, the report of these allegations will be 
promptly forwarded to the Superintendent of the school district of the child's attendance and the school 
district where the abuse allegedly occurred. 
 
 Any employee or volunteer who reasonably and in good faith makes a report of allegations of child 
abuse in an educational setting in accordance with the reporting requirements of the law will have 
immunity from civil liability which might otherwise result by reason of such actions. 
 
 Upon receipt of a written report alleging child abuse in an educational setting, the school 
administrator or Superintendent must then determine whether there is "reasonable suspicion" to believe 
that an act of child abuse has occurred. Where there has been a determination as to the existence of 
reasonable suspicion, the school administrator or Superintendent must follow the notification or 
reporting procedures mandated in law and further described in administrative regulations including 
parental notification. When the school administrator receives a written report, he or she must promptly 
provide a copy of the report to the Superintendent. 
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SUBJECT: CHILD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 
 Where the school administrator or Superintendent has forwarded a written report of child abuse in 
an educational setting to law enforcement authorities, the Superintendent will also refer the report to the 
Commissioner of Education where the employee or volunteer alleged to have committed an act of child 
abuse holds a certification or license issued by the State Education Department. 
 
 Any school administrator or Superintendent who reasonably and in good faith makes a report of 
allegations of child abuse in an educational setting, or reasonably and in good faith transmits such a 
report to a person or agency as required by law, will have immunity from civil liability which might 
otherwise result by reason of such actions.  
 
 Reports and other written material submitted in accordance with law with regard to allegations of 
child abuse in an educational setting, and photographs taken concerning those reports that are in the 
possession of any person legally authorized to receive that information, will be confidential and will not 
be redisclosed except to law enforcement authorities involved in an investigation of child abuse in an 
educational setting or as expressly authorized by law or pursuant to a court-ordered subpoena. School 
administrators and the Superintendent will exercise reasonable care in preventing unauthorized 
disclosure.  
 
 Additionally, teachers and all other school officials will be provided an annual written explanation 
concerning the reporting of child abuse in an educational setting, including the immunity provisions as 
enumerated in law. Further, the Commissioner of Education will furnish the District with required 
information, including rules and regulations for training necessary to implement District and staff 
responsibilities under the law.  
 
Prohibition of "Silent" (Unreported) Resignations 
 
 The Superintendent and other school administrators are prohibited from withholding from law 
enforcement authorities, the Superintendent, or the Commissioner of Education, where appropriate, 
information concerning allegations of child abuse in an educational setting against an employee or 
volunteer in exchange for that individual's resignation or voluntary suspension from his or her position.  
 
 Superintendents (or a designated administrator) who reasonably and in good faith report to law 
enforcement officials information regarding allegations of child abuse or a resignation as required by 
law will have immunity from any liability, civil or criminal, which might otherwise result by reason of 
such actions. 
 
 
Education Law Article 23-B and §§ 409-1, 902(b), 3028-b and 3209-a 
Family Court Act § 1012 
Labor Law § 740(1)(e) 
Penal Law Articles 130, 235 and 263 
Social Services Law §§ 411-428 
8 NYCRR Part 83, § 100.2(nn) 
 
Adoption Date 


